THE FIRST BEGINNINGS  AND THE MIDDLE  AGES

Saint Pauls and one hundred and forty-eight Saint Aubins . . .** The
Christian faith made certain die continuance of some sort of unity in
Gaul. Clovis remained a pagan, but that very fact made it easier for
him to come to terms with the Church dian it was for the Burgtmdian
or Visigothic kings, who were Christians but had embraced the teachings
of Arius and believed that within die Trinity, the Fadacr and die Son
had two distinct natures. For die Arians, Christ was not altogether man
or altogether God, a very dangerous heresy, since it made Christ into a
demigod and, pleading unitarianism, actually encouraged a kind of
polytheism. Clovis, who had married Clotilda, a Catholic, fell under his
wife's influence and was baptized, thus guaranteeing himself the all-
powerful support of die Trinitarian bishops. To die latter die essential
tiling was to rid Gaul of Arianism and to see to it that die Son should
finally be universally recognized as co-substantial with die Father; to
Clovis 'the identity of the three persons of the Trinity was a military
and political operation*3 and an operation which he carried out widi
constant success.

A pitiless cynic, Clovis bettered his portion by trickery and assassination
as much as by prowess in arms. "Thus every day', wrote Gregory of Tours
naively, 'God caused Clovis's enemies to fall under his hand and in-
creased his kingdom, because he walked before die Lord widi a righteous
heart and did what was pleasing in His eyes/ By slaughtering friends
and enemies, Clovis extended his kingdom to the Pyrenees, 'Woe is me',
he said, 'who have remained like a wayfarer among strangers, and who
have no more kin to succour me in adversity!' His saying diis was a
device, remarks die simple-minded Gregory of Tours, to discover whether
there remained anyone for him to kill. But this royal gangster did his
country great service. After the collapse of the Empire, he re-established
the territorial unity of Gaul, soon to be named France (land of die
Franks); he sanctioned the union of the crown and the Church, a pre-
requisite for the country's spiritual unity; and finally, by proudly accept-
ing from the Emperor Anastasius the tide of Roman Consul, he affirmed
the continuity of power.

According to German custom, the warriors had the right of choosing

their king, but only from a certain family; thus what gave the king his

prestige was his descent from a race of heroes, his military leadership and

his consecration by the Church. The symbol of his power was lus long

hair (a survival of the sun-hero myth, die lengthy locks calling to mind
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